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In This Vast Southern Empire, Matthew Karp steps back from the previous historiography of
the slaveholding antebellum South, a historiography that situates slaveholders as antiquated and
inward looking, and, instead, Karp sees a slaveholding Southern elite looking outward in an attempt
to enshrine their vision of modernity: a world economy run on slave labor. Karp bookends his study
with the 1833 British emancipation of the West Indies, seen by Southerners as a global threat to the
proliferation of slavery, and the creation and ultimate failure of the Confederate States of America,
which Karp deems the “boldest foreign policy project of all” (p. 2). In this fresh take, Karp argues that,
from 1833 to 1861, Southern elites eagerly utilized Federal power to secure the safety of slavery, not
just in the United States, but throughout the Western Hemisphere.

By looking globally, Karp provides new and broader understandings to events previously
seen as having only insular motivations. American interest in Cuba was less about the expansion
of American slavery, Karp argues, and more about blocking the expansion of British anti-slavery,
what Karp brilliantly terms as the “nineteenth-century domino theory” (p. 70). In a similar vein, Karp
shows that Polk’s decision to push for war with Mexico, while pursuing peace with Great Britain over
the Oregon question, was at least partially due to the fact that war with Mexico would not put the
institution of slavery at risk. Insights from Karp’s global perspective do not end with the antebellum
period, but extend into the policies of the Confederate government. As Karp explains, the immediate
Confederate abandonment of the states’ rights platform was presaged by the Southern embrace of
Federal power during their antebellum reign over American foreign policy. Through his argument,
Karp provides yet another nail in the coffin which so securely holds the myth that the Civil War was
fought for states’ rights rather than slavery.

In the epilogue, Karp closes by considering the imperialism of the 1890s as merely a continuation
of the Southern elite’s original vision. Karp’s assessment, one deserving of far greater treatment,
provides a steady timeline of white supremacy, framed originally as pro-slavery, and its position
as the driver of American foreign policy. Previous views of the antebellum South as outmoded
and inflexible, Karp makes astoundingly clear, dangerously underestimate a sectionalist dream of
modernity with global reach. Along with a new understanding of the South, Karp also reframes
the antebellum period, providing a transtemporal reassessment of the period typically considered
“the coming of the Civil War.” Karp reimagines the early nineteenth century South as a growing
slave empire from 1833 onward, an empire which required Republican success in politics and Union
victory in war to overthrow, an assessment that is as imaginative as it is successful.
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In the field of Civil War studies, which can at times view national borders as opaque and
impassable, Karp’s work may be seen as so concerned with looking outward that it obscures the
internal, but such criticism would be short sighted. Karp is adding to a historiography which is more
than adequately saturated with examinations of the domestic struggles that eventually brought about
war. David M. Potter’s 1977 The Impending Crisis, for example, is widely considered a masterwork
on the coming of the Civil War, and it was certainly not the first or last published on the subject.
Karp’s voice is a welcome addition, and his arguments should help convince many in the field to look
beyond the black box in which we occasionally place ourselves while studying the Civil War.

Kevin Caprice
Purdue University
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Panta Rei

PANTA REI es una revista digital de investigacion orientada a la Historia y otras ciencias
afines. Su principal objetivo es la transmisién del conocimiento cientifico, dando una oportunidad
también a los jovenes investigadores que quieren abrirse camino en el estudio de las ciencias
humanas y sociales. Se compone de estudios originales relacionados con la disciplina histérica asi
como su didactica y difusion. Las diferentes secciones que componen la revista son: articulos de
investigacion, entrevistas a profesionales, recensiones de monografias de actualidad y crénicas de
congresos o eventos cientificos relevantes.

Todos los articulos publicados son objeto de un proceso de revision a cargo de un minimo de
dos evaluadores, que se consideran expertos en el ambito tematico del articulo propuesto. Nuestro
deseo es poder ofrecer unos contenidos rigurosos, de calidad y de interés.

El CEPOAT (Centro de Estudios del Préximo Oriente y la Antigiedad Tardia de la Universidad
de Murcia) es la institucién encargada de la coordinaciéon y gestion de la revista, desde donde
anualmente se lanzara la convocatoria para aquellos que estén interesados en publicar sus trabajos,
siempre relacionados con la Historia, Arqueologia, Historia del Arte, Didactica de las Ciencias
Sociales, etc.

PANTA REI is a digital journal focused on History and other sciences related to it. Its main
objective is the transmission of scientific knowledge by giving also an opportunity to young researchers
who want to make their way in the study of human and social sciences. It is composed by original
studies related to History, as well as its didactics and promotion. The different sections of this journal
are: research articles, interviews to professionals, recensions on monographs about current issues
and reports about congresses or relevant scientific events.

All the articles published are subject to a revision process carried out by a minimum of two
reviewers who are considered to be experts in the field of the article proposed. Our wish is to offer
rigorous contents with quality and being of interest to the reader.

CEPOAT (Centre of Studies of the Middle East and Late Antiquity of the University of Murcia)
is the institution in charge of the coordination and management of this journal. This is the centre from
where the call for papers will be launched for all the people interested in publishing their papers,
always related to History, Archeology, Art History, Didactics of the Social Sciences, etc.



Normas de Publicacion

El autor se compromete a enviar trabajos originales, que no se encuentren publicados en
otras revistas ni en otros idiomas. Asi mismo, el mismo articulo no podra ser presentado en otras
revistas mientras dure el proceso de evaluacion.

Envio y presentacion de originales

Los articulos se enviaran exclusivamente a través del correo electronico a la direccidon
pantarei@um.es. Los textos seran enviados en formato DOC y las imagenes en formato JPEG
o TIFF, y con un tamafio minimo de 2000 px. Estas no apareceran incorporadas en el texto, sino
enviadas en archivo aparte y correctamente numeradas segun su posicion en el texto. Junto al
trabajo, se rellenara y enviara un documento aparte en el que se especifiquen los datos del autor
siguiendo el modelo disponible en la pagina Web de la revista.

Para la redaccion de los trabajos se tendra en cuenta el Manual de la American Psychological
Association, en su sexta edicion. La extension maxima de los trabajos sera de 30 paginas. La
tipografia sera Arial 11, con interlineado sencillo y sin espacio alguno entre parrafos. El texto debera
ir justificado a ambos margenes y sin sangria en los primeros parrafos. Los margenes seran de
2,50 cm. En los casos en los que fuera necesario incorporar notas, éstas iran a pie de pagina,
enumeradas consecutivamente, con tipografia Arial 10, interlineado sencillo y justificadas a ambos
margenes.

Una informacién mas detallada se encuentra disponible en la pagina http://www.um.es/cepoat/

pantarei.

Proceso de valoracion y evaluaciéon

Una vez recibidos los trabajos, la Revista realizara una primera valoracién. Si el trabajo
enviado se ajusta a las normas de presentacion propuestas, la tematica es coincidente con la linea
editorial de la revista y posee la calidad cientifica necesaria, sera remitido al consejo asesor para
una primera evaluacién. Si no es asi en este primer paso se puede rechazar directamente los
documentos que incumplan claramente la linea editorial.

Sera el Consejo Asesor quien indique a la revista la originalidad, relevancia, estructura,
redaccion, aparato bibliografico, etc. del trabajo enviado y, para ello, se designara a dos revisores
expertos externos que evaluaran cada uno de los trabajos, que pueden formar parte (0 no) de
este Consejo Asesor. La seleccion de los revisores se ajustara a la tematica y caracteristicas
metodoldgicas del trabajo. EI nombre y filiacion de los autores seran eliminados del trabajo para su
revision, asi como los revisores actuaran de manera anénima y confidencial.

Los revisores deberan rellenar un informe de evaluacion que centrara su atencidon en aspectos
tales como caracteristicas formales, originalidad y novedad de los trabajos, relevancia de las
propuestas y los resultados, calidad metodolégica y validez cientifica.

Una vez terminado el proceso se decidira la aceptacion o no de los mismos y su publicacion
en el numero que sea pertinente, asi como las modificaciones susceptibles de ser realizadas para
su final publicacion. Dicha notificacion se enviara unicamente por correo electrénico, en un plazo
maximo de seis meses.



Publishing rules

The author is committed to submit original papers not having been published in other reviews
or in other languages. In this way, it is not allowed for the same paper to be presented in other
reviews during the evaluation process.

Submission and presentation of originals

The articles will be exclusively submitted by email to pantarei@um.es. The texts will be
submitted in DOC format and the images in JPEG or TIFF format, and with a minimum size of 2000
px. Images will not be integrated in the text but sent in another file and properly numbered according
to their position in the text. Attached to the paper, a document will be filled out and sent where the
author’s data will be specified following the model available on the website.

The sixth edition of the Manual of the American Psychological Association will be taken into
account for the writing of the papers. The length of the papers must not exceed 30 pages. Typography
will be Arial 11, with simple line spacing and no space between paragraphs. The text must be justified
on both margins without indentation in the first paragraphs. Margins size will be 2.50 cm. Where it
could be necessary the incorporation of notes, they will be at the bottom of the page, consecutively
numbered with typography Arial 10, simple line spacing and justified on both margins.

More detailed information is available on the website: http://www.um.es/cepoat/pantarei.

Examination and assessment process

The Journal will submit the papers to a first examination once received. If the paper follows
the presentation guidelines, the subject agrees with the editorial line of this journal, and possess
the scientific quality required, it will be sent to the advisory council for a first assessment. If not, the
documents which clearly fail to complete the editorial line may be rejected straightaway in this first
step.

The Advisory Council will indicate the originality, relevance, structure, writing, bibliography, etc.
of the text to the journal; for this purpose, two outside experts will be designated to review the papers;
these experts can be (or not) part of this Advisory Council. The selection of the experts will adjust to
the subject and methodological characteristics of the paper. Name and affiliation of the author will
be eliminated from the text for its review, in this way experts will act anonymously and confidentially.

The experts will fill out an assessment report which will focus on aspects such as formal
characteristics, originality and novelty of the papers, relevance and results of the proposal,
methodological quality and scientific validity.

Once the process is finished, the acceptance or not of the papers and its publication in the
corresponding edition will be decided, as well as the modifications that may be done for its final
publication. This notification will be sent by email within 6 months maximum.
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